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Who We Are looks at ideas and perspectives around identity, 
suggesting that the processes of art making can facilitate the 
communication of aspects of our identity.  Considering identity 
is both an introspective and outward-looking process, we can 
frame identity in poetics or politics, in humour or pop-culture; 
the self can also be felt, and expressed through gestural or 
abstract responses.



Untitled (Triptych), 
2018, acrylic on canvas,  
3 panels – each panel:  
91cm (w) x 61cm (h)

ROGER YAMBEING 
Roger Yambeing is 
a young indigenous 
artist from the 
Daly River region, 
Roger is currently 

working with gestural methods 
of painting, using; layering, 
textured grounds and complex 
expressive mark-making to 
create works which relate to 
country and dreaming from  
Daly River.

Untitled
2018 acrylic on canvas, 
91cm (w) x 61cm (h)

HELEN SCOTTY
Helen Scotty is 
a Pitjantjatjara 
woman from Central 
Australia, currently 
based in Darwin. 

She was taught to paint by her 
mother and paints her country 
and dreamings.

Untitled
2017, acrylic and posca on canvas, 
60cm (w) x 51cm (h)

LEIGH ZARIMIS
Leigh Zarimis is a 
young artist who has 
a highly developed 
style of drawing, 
his drawings are 

an intricate visual language of 
dense, interwoven, meandering 
line-work. Leigh makes 
intensely detailed drawings with 
a distinctly abstract graphic 
style-reminiscent of graffiti.  
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Blue, Red, Green
2017, acrylic on canvas, 
76cm (w) x 76cm (h)

BOL BOL
Bol Bol is a 
young Sudanese/
Australian artist 
raised in Darwin; 
Bol Bol makes 

abstract gestural works - his 
works which usually feature 
densely coloured grounds, 
demonstrate his love of colour 
and expressive  
mark-making.

Untitled (detail)
2018, acrylic and posca on canvas 
90 cm (h) x 90 cm (w) 

GLEN KERRISON
Glen Kerrison has a 
tactile, sensory and 
visceral approach to 
painting. Glen is an 
expressive painter 

who often uses the physicality  
of  mark-making to express 
himself.

Birds
2017, acrylic and posca  
on canvas, 76cm (w) x 76cm (h)

STEVEN CONWAY 
Steven Conway often 
makes his works 
about his family or 
his love of nature. 
Steven’s line work 

is loose and expressive; he often 
works quickly starting with 
large marks and then pulling 
his mark-making in through 
progressive changes and 
layering. 

All The Things We Have To Do 
To Save Our Environment
2017, acrylic and posca on  
canvas, 76cm (w) x 76cm (h)

MARK CAVANAGH 
Mark Cavanagh 
has a deep concern 
for environmental 
issues and a love 
of the natural 

world which he expresses 
through his works. Mark has 
a highly developed approach 
to planning and executing his 
paintings. Mark’s work clearly 
demonstrates his love of order, 
repetitive patterning and detail. 

My Family 
2017, acrylic and posca on 
canvas, 76cm (w) x 76cm (h)

SAMANTHA CALLAGHAN 
Samantha 
Callaghan aka 
‘Sammy Girl’ is 
a young Darwin-
based artist who 

makes illustrative works about 
her family and her home. 
Sammy’s works are vibrant and 
detailed and usually involve 
portraiture in combination  
with text.

Maningrida Community
2017, acrylic and posca on 
canvas, 76cm (w) x 76cm (h)

TARA DARCY 
Tara Darcy is  
Yol\u woman from 
Maningrida, Tara’s 
works speak of her 
deep connection to 

country and the community of 
Maningrida. Tara’s works often 
show the plane from Darwin 
to Maningrida; depicting views 
of the community from the air, 
showing her family and the 
houses in Maningrida.

Dream House & Garden  
(In Tennant Creek) 
2017, acrylic and posca on 
canvas, 76cm (w) x 76cm (h)

WENDY LAMBLE
Wendy Lamble’s 
works are bold 
and colourful 
and reflect her 
observations of 

people, places, landscapes 
and animals. Wendy often has 
very specific experiences (both 
imagined and real) in mind, 
before she begins a new work 
- often depicting fictional and 
factual biographical content  
in fusion. 

Untitled 
2018, acrylic on plywood,  
30cm (w) x 22cm (h)

JIM SIMPSON
Jim Simpson’s works 
express movement 
and motion through 
mark-making, 
Jim often paints 

expressive coloured grounds 
and then draws back into the 
paint work, experimenting with 
materials and mediums.

A Plan of Growing Down and 
Little and Young 
2017, acrylic and posca on canvas, 
76cm (w) x 76cm (h)

JOANNE VAN RODEN 
Joanne van 
Roden’s work is 
predominantly 
figurative, often 
working in both 

drawing and painting. Joanne’s 
practice and ways of working are 
diverse, at times detailed and 
planned and at other times loose 
and expressive, depending on 
the subject matter.

Gideon
2017, acrylic on plywood,  
60cm (w) x 120cm (h)

ANNIE MOORS 
Annie Moors is 
a Yol\u woman 
from Milingimbi 
who is based 
in Darwin, her 

works often focus on themes 
of her ancestral connections, 
relationships, identity, pop 
culture and Yol\u culture; a 
reoccurring feature in Annie’s 
work is the use of text which 
relates to dreams, love, loss, 
family, and Yol\u culture.

Barramundi
2017, acrylic and posca on 
canvas, 60cm (w) x 51cm (h)

JOHN MILIKENS                
John Milikens is 
Yol\u man from 
Maningrida who 
is currently based 
in Darwin; John’s 

works look at his memories of 
home and life in Maningrida, 
connection to country, hunting 
and fishing and views of the 
community.

Black Panthers 
2018, acrylic and posca on 
canvas, 60 cm (w) x 51cm (h)

ABIGAIL MARALNGURRA 
Abigail 
Maralngurra is 
a young artist 
from Belyuen 
community, now 

based in Darwin. Abigail’s 
works relate to her proud 
indigenous culture, her 
community and family.  Abigail 
paints a mix of subjects, from 
dreaming stories, to social 
situations in the community, to 
pop-culture references.

Pink of The Hill
2017, acrylic and posca on 
canvas, 76cm (w) x 76cm (h)

MANOLI LAFAZANIS
Manoli Lafazanis’s 
works express his 
quirky imagination, 
sense of humour 
and his love of 

film and pop-culture. Manoli 
is a young artist whose work is 
influenced by internet culture, 
often involving extensive online 
research.

Monsters
2017, acrylic and posca on 
canvas 76cm (w) x 76cm (h)

WILLIAM MAREKO
William Mareko 
is a Torres Strait 
man, who now lives 
in Darwin; William 
feels deeply for 

the Torres Strait and for his 
country, culture, landscape and 
the wildlife of his homeland. 
William especially adores 
recounting stories from his 
homeland.
                

THE FREE SPACE STUDIO
The Free Space Studio is an inclusive visual arts studio 
project focused on the development of studio skills for 

artists with disabilities. Established in 2013 The Free 
Space Studio is housed at Darwin Community Arts. 
The Free Space Studio aims to promote the public 

recognition of the creative practices of visual artists 
with disabilities by providing an accessible studio space, 

skills development workshops and by  
facilitating exhibition opportunities and other 

professional practice outcomes.

THANKS
The Free Space Studio proudly acknowledges the support of the Northern 
Territory Government’s Live Darwin Initiative. Thanks to Darwin Community 
Arts (DCA) for their ongoing support of the Free Space Studio since its 
establishment in 2013.

Thanks to the wonderful Free Space Studio facilitators in 2017 & 2018:
Dennis Bezzant, Carmen Ansaldo & Tarzan JungleQueen. And deepest 
thanks to all the contributing artists for all their great work and dedication!
Artwork photography by Fiona Morrison


